
 

 

THE GATHERING 

The service of worship begins with the prelude; quiet is requested as you enter  
the sanctuary and prepare for worship. In the spirit of Christian fellowship,  
we invite you to wear a name tag which is available from the greeters. As a  
community that prays with and for one another, we invite you to share your  
joys and concerns by using the prayer cards available from the ushers. Those  
parts of the Service of Worship in which the congregation participates in word  
or song are noted in bold type.                                 Please stand as you are able. 

PRELUDE    Three Advent Preludes Gabrielson 

* HYMN 12  People, Look East  Besançon 

* CALL TO WORSHIP:  

Leader:  Out of the wilderness and the dry land, the desert shall rejoice. 

People:   We rejoice that we belong to God. 

Leader:  A highway shall lead us and it shall be called the Holy Way.  

People:  We rejoice that we belong to God. 

Leader:  As redeemed people we will walk there.  

All:  Happy are those whose Hope is in the Lord. Let us worship 
 God! 

INTROIT                         Kimberling 

Drop down, O heavens, from above, and let the skies pour down righteousness. Let the 
earth open and bring forth salvation. 

  LIVE  boldly 

  SHARE  boundlessly 

  GROW  community 

  BUILD  God’s world 
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WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLE  
   Paul, Sophie, Hudson & Heather Kang  

TIME WITH CHILDREN  

+ Children and Youth leave for Church School. + 

CALL TO CONFESSION   

PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

Infinite God, we blend our voices to say we are sorry. Our sins are  
too heavy to carry, too real to hide and too deep to undo.  We put 
pride in front of humility.  We put resentment before compassion. 
We turn away from our neighbor because it is easy.  Stir the Spirit 
within us. Forgive us our sins, all the places where we have missed 
our mark.  Free us from a past we cannot change and return us to 
walk on your firm path.  

PRAYERS OF SILENT AND INDIVIDUAL CONFESSION 

WORDS OF ASSURANCE 

Leader: Friends, believe and proclaim the Good News:  
 in Jesus Christ, love breaks through hatred, hope breaks 

through despair, life breaks through death. 

People:  In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven, loved, and set free.   
Thanks be to God!  Amen. 

* CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE (all sing)  

 Rejoice, rejoice. Emmanuel shall come to thee O Israel.  

* EXCHANGE OF PEACE 

 Leader: Let us open our hearts to one another as Christ has opened           
 his heart to us, and God will be glorified. 

 People: The peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 

(Exchange Signs of Reconciliation and the Peace of Christ with your 
neighbor - e.g., “The Peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you.”  

Response - “And also with you.”) 



 

 

* HYMN 13                           Prepare the Way        Bereden Väg För Herran 

THE WORD 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 

FIRST LESSON Matthew 11:2-11  

ANTHEM O Come, O Rod of Jesse’s Stem Joel Martinson 

O come, O Rod of Jesse's stem, from every foe deliver them  
That trust your power to save, and give them victory o’er the grave. 
Rejoice, rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel. 
O come, O key of David, come, and open wide our heavenly home; 
Make safe the way that leads on high, and close the path to misery. Rejoice… 

SECOND LESSON Isaiah 35:1-10  

SERMON    “The Highway that Leads Us”    Rev. Kellie Anderson-Picallo 

THE OFFERING  

OFFERTORY Make Straight in the Desert Austin Lovelace 

Make straight in the desert a highway, prepare the way of the lord; 
Let mountains and hills bow down humbly and valleys rise up for their King. 
In joy shall the wilderness blossom and streams through the desert be poured; 
The eyes of the blind shall be opened, and tongues that were silent shall sing. 
 

Break forth into singing O Zion, your King is coming to you, 
Jerusalem, shout with rejoicing, he comes to redeem you from fear. 
For God shall bring peace and abundance, your praise and renown to renew; 
Prepare to receive your salvation; the promised Redeemer is near. 
 

The reign of the Lord will be gracious, its blessings ever will last; 
For then will God bring to fulfillment the promise of peace from above. 
All creatures will prosper together, to plowshares all swords will be cast; 
Earth’s people will find their true freedom in God’s perfect kingdom of Love. 
 

* THE DOXOLOGY                                                         Old Hundredth 

 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  
 Praise God all creatures here below.   
 Praise God above, ye heavenly host.  
 Creator, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen. 



  

 

PASTORAL PRAYER & THE LORD’S PRAYER 

 Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy 
 kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.   
 Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we 
 forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver  
 us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom and the power and the  
 glory, forever. Amen.  

THE SENDING OUT 

* HYMN 409 Wild and Lone the Prophet’s Voice  Aberystwyth 

* BENEDICTION     

CHORAL AMEN 

POSTLUDE  Finale on “Creator of the Stars of Night” Guilmant 

Our worship ends with the conclusion of the Postlude. (It is the custom of our church to 
remain seated. Those who wish to leave may do so.) 

*     *     *     *     * 



 

 

TODAY’S SCRIPTURE READINGS 

Matthew 11:2-11 (NRSV) 
 When John heard in prison what the Messiah was doing, he sent 
word by his disciples 3 and said to him, “Are you the one who is to come, 
or are we to wait for another?” 4 Jesus answered them, “Go and tell John 
what you hear and see: 5 the blind receive their sight, the lame walk, the 
lepers are cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, and the poor have 
good news brought to them. 6 And blessed is anyone who takes no 
offense at me.” 
 7As they went away, Jesus began to speak to the crowds about 
John: “What did you go out into the wilderness to look at? A reed 
shaken by the wind? 8 What then did you go out to see? Someone  

dressed in soft robes? Look, those who wear soft robes are in royal 
palaces. 9 What then did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, I tell you,  
and more than a prophet. 10 This is the one about whom it is written, 
‘See, I am sending my messenger ahead of you, who will prepare your 
way before you.’ 11 Truly I tell you, among those born of women no one 
has arisen greater than John the Baptist; yet the least in the kingdom of 
heaven is greater than he. 

Isaiah 35:1-10 (NRSV) 
 The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad, the desert shall 
rejoice and blossom; like the crocus 2it shall blossom abundantly, and 
rejoice with joy and singing. The glory of Lebanon shall be given to it, 
the majesty of Carmel and Sharon. They shall see the glory of the LORD, 
the majesty of our God. 3Strengthen the weak hands, and make firm the 
feeble knees. 4Say to those who are of a fearful heart, “Be strong, do not 
fear! Here is your God. He will come with vengeance, with terrible 
recompense. He will come and save you.” 
 5Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, and the ears of the 
deaf unstopped; 6then the lame shall leap like a deer, and the tongue of 
the speechless sing for joy. For waters shall break forth in the wilderness, 
and streams in the desert; 7the burning sand shall become a pool, and 
the thirsty ground springs of water; the haunt of jackals shall become a 
swamp, the grass shall become reeds and rushes. 8A highway shall be 
there, and it shall be called the Holy Way; the unclean shall not travel on 
it, but it shall be for God’s people; no traveler, not even fools, shall go 
astray. 9No lion shall be there, nor shall any ravenous beast come up on 



  

 

it; they shall not be found there, but the redeemed shall walk there. 
10And the ransomed of the LORD shall return, and come to Zion with 
singing; everlasting joy shall be upon their heads; they shall obtain joy 
and gladness, and sorrow and sighing shall flee away. 

*     *     *     *     * 
 
 
 

 
 

WELCOME TO OUR WORSHIP 

Today’s Ushers are: Nicole Kim, Captain 
       Sara Lee        Paul Kang              Andrew Platek           Paul Platek 
 
Our Lay Assistant this morning is Carol Schulzrinne. Carol joined First 
Presbyterian Church in the fall of 1996 with her husband Henning. They  
have two children, Ilta 19 and Nathan 25, who were active members of 
Sunday School and the Youth Group. At home she works part-time as a 
bookkeeper and partner for Henning's sideline business, EDAS Conference 
Services. She has maintained her certification as a Rehabilitation Counselor 
with which she previously worked with people with disabilities. At First 
Presbyterian she has been active with Christian Education, the Worship  
and Music Committee, and Vacation Bible Camp. She enjoys morning walks, 
reading, volunteer work, travel, and sharing her faith journey with others. 

The Elders: Richard Bennett, Peter Bigler, David Bishop, Diane Christian, Linda Farrell, Ulah Fields,  
T.K. Lau, Kyung Lee, Carolyn Milne, Paul Platek, Jill Strawbridge Bello, Robert Ryder, Carol Schulzrinne,  
Phil Tamis, Candida Urena.  
Clerk of Session: Sandy Bishop  
Moderator: Reverend Richard Hong.  
The Session consists of the Moderator, the Elders, and the Clerk of Session. 
The Deacons: Alan Aluska, Bruce Forshee, Rosetta Forshee, John Fraser, Akira Fujitsuka, Audrey Harrison, 
Linda Heitner, Emily Kahn, Joshua Kahn, Nicole Kim, Kate Matsuda, Sara Lee, Charlene Niland,  
Beverly Rhinehart, Jeff Spady. 
Co-Moderators: Paul Kang & Caridad Schweizer  Staff: Reverend Richard Hong & Dorothy VanderWerf 



 

 



  

 



 

 



  

 

COMING UP THIS WEEK 
 

This week’s COFFEE & CONVERSATION is coordinated by Elena 
Sepulveda. Thank you Elena for your ministry of food and friendship!  
 
Seeking service on Sunday 12/25 and Sunday 1/1 WILL YOU BE AT FPC 
WORSHIP ON EITHER OF THESE TWO SPECIAL SUNDAYS? 
We will do a light Coffee & Conversation on those two dates and are seeking 
help to put out cookies. Please see Pastor Kellie.  
 
Thank you to all the volunteers who MOBILIZED FOR MISSION 
yesterday and helped close the Center for Food Action organic garden  
for the winter.  
 
Today the music of the season comes alive at FPC. Join us today for  
the 105TH CANDLELIGHT CAROL SERVICE at 3 and 5 pm 
in Elmore Hall. Invite your friends and arrive early for seating and  
childcare is provided for both services.  
 
SPARK HOPE DECEMBER BAKE SALE - Have a holiday party in  
your future? For the next two weeks buy your baked goods from the Spark 
Hope Bake Sale after 11 am worship on Sunday 12/11 and Sunday 12/18.  
Spark Hope Christmas ornaments will also be for sale! All proceeds go to 
Spark Hope fire recovery.  
 
The FPC ORIGAMI GROUP is selling hand-crafted Christmas Cards  
with all proceeds to benefit Spark Hope Fire Recovery. Order these beautiful 
cards during Coffee & Conversation in the Chapel, they are going fast!  
 
Purchase GOD'S CREATION CALENDAR for 2017 for only $8 in  
the Chapel. They make a great gift or to use for your family. Proceeds  
benefit Spark Hope Fire Recovery Fund.  
 
STOP at INFORMATION CENTER in Chapel for a December 
Newsletter to invite a friend.  
 
FIVE WISHES, a Living Will document in English, Spanish or Korean, is  
now available for you and your family. You can also borrow the DVD and 
NEXT STEPS to help your family talk about end-of-life issues and cope  
with serious illness. See Dorothy V. at Information Center.  
 
A copy of THESE DAYS, a daily devotional for January - March, is available 
at the Information Center.  



 

 

Write a note of encouragement to a VETERAN this week. Cards and 
stamps available at Information Center in the Chapel. They will go to  
the Veteran's Hospital in the Bronx. Deadline is next Sunday. 
 
 

MEETINGS THIS WEEK 
 

STEWARDSHIP COMMITTEE meets on Tuesday, December 13th  
at 7 pm in the Meeting Room. 
 
SESSION meets on Wednesday, December 14th at 7:30 pm in the  
East Room.  
 
MISSION COMMITTEE meets on Sunday, December 18th at 12:15 pm  
in the Meeting Room. 
 
 

UPCOMING  
 

Join us for a very special FPC CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICE, Saturday, 
December 24th - Family Service at 6 pm | Candlelight Communion Service  
at 11 pm with a special extended prelude beginning at 10:45 pm.  
 
HOSTING HOMELESS FAMILIES in December is now at Leonia 
Methodist Church. We are hosting on Christmas night and need two 
Overnight Hosts and someone to provide the Dinner. We also need 
donations for their breakfasts or lunches. Please see Dorothy V. at 
Information Center. 
 
Join FPC on both CHRISTMAS DAY AND NEW YEAR'S DAY  
for our regularly scheduled 11 am worship in Elmore Hall. We will not  
hold our 5:30 pm Crossroads service on those dates.  
 
 

  

 



  

 

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
150 EAST PALISADE AVENUE, ENGLEWOOD, NJ 07631 

(201) 568-7373   www.englewoodpres.org 
 

*   *   *   *   *   *   *   * 
ALL MEMBERS OF THE CHURCH - MINISTERS 
THE REVEREND RICHARD S. HONG - PASTOR 

THE REVEREND KELLIE ANDERSON-PICALLO - DIRECTOR OF MISSION STRATEGY 
DR. DAVID MACFARLANE - ORGANIST AND CHOIRMASTER 
DOROTHY VANDERWERF - DIRECTOR OF CARE MINISTRIES 
FELICIA ARRIGOITIA - FAMILY MINISTRIES COORDINATOR  

DANIELLE DE LAURENTIS - OFFICE MANAGER 
BETH MORRISON - OFFICE ASSOCIATE 

MARY STEVENS - BOOKKEEPER 
GARIN KASSIS - CUSTODIAN  

 
 
 

Get the New FPC App 
 

Watch the 90 Second Sermons, listen to past messages, check the church 
calendar, find out about Connect Groups – even give online!  Parents 
receive notifications with suggestions for faith-based family discussions.  
For Android or iPhone – just search “Englewood Presbyterian” in your 
app store. 


